Intraplacental sonolucent spaces: incidences and relevance to chorionic villus sampling.
Detailed ultrasound examination of the placentae from 293 consecutive women requesting first-trimester chorionic villus sampling (CVS) showed evidence of intraplacental sonolucent spaces with varying density in 42.3 per cent of these placentae. Their presence, however, did not complicate the subsequent course of these women's pregnancies. Their prime significance relates to CVS, where inadvertent entry into these areas can lead to bleeding and contamination of the villus specimens with blood. A search for these spaces should be made before sampling, and when present, they should be avoided wherever possible.